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SECTION TWO:
SUMMARY




SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY PLAN

Altadena is a developed, "mature" community of residences, commercial
districts, schools, parks, churches, and other public uses. Few vacant
lands exist. The Community Plan establishes goals, policies, and
programs which recognize the characteristics and their associated unique
issues. Foremost among the principal objectives of the Community Plan is
the preservation of the existing residential character of the community.
As Table 1 indicates, approximately 3,000 acres or 54 percent of Altadena
are presently developed with residential uses. Approximately 530 acres of
new residential development would be permitted by the Community Plan.
Theoretically, if the entire community of Altadena is developed to the
maximum residential densities established in the Community Plan, the
population for the area could increase to 53,480 residents. However, this
development scenario is not considered to be remotely possible so that the
expected population for this community would be more likely to attain
42,400 residents. This increase in the anticipated population represents a
growth of about two percent above present population levels.

Recognizing weak economic performance and physical deterioration, a
second major objective of the Community Plan is the intensification, reno-
vation, and revitalization of commercial and industrial areas. The Plan
provides for the creation of a "village-like" community center in the Lake
Avenue commercial core. Community-oriented retail commercial, service
uses, restaurants, entertainment facilities, a community center, and
housing would be permitted in this area which would be conceived as the
principal activity center of Altadena. Commercial districts along Fair Oaks
Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, woodbury Road, and washington Boulevard
would serve as secondary centers and be upgraded. Urban design
improvements are proposed which will provide each commercial district with
unique character, appearance and atmosphere. The Community Plan
provides for the use of redevelopment as a means to stimulate economicC
and physical recovery of the commercial districts. Its first use will be
focused in the Lincoln Avenue-Woodbury Road area. This project is
intended to establish a neighborhood commercial center on Lincoln Avenue
near Figueroa Drive, and enhance the existing light industrial uses along
woodbury Road while protecting adjacent existing residential and institu-
tional uses.

A third principal objective of the Plan is the maintenance and improvement
of existing community services and facilities. Recommended improvements
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include (1) sewer service availability to the entire community, (2) circula-
tion improvements including the widening of Lincoln Avenue, (3) installa-
tion of curbs and gutters where needed, (4) maintenance and improvement
of Fire and Sheriff Department services, (5) enhancement of Altadena's
recreational sites, and (6) implementation of "defensible space" mechanisms

to provide increased security for residential neighborhoods and commercial
districts.
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SUMMARY OF o
TECHNICAL BACKGROUND REPORT

3.1 LAND USE

The unincorporated community of Altadena contains 5,646 acres
(8.8 square miles) and is located in the West San Gabriel Valley, adjacent
to and north of the City of Pasadena. The community is primarily resi-
dential in character with some commercial and industrial uses present.

Existing land uses in the Altadena community are depicted in Figure 3.
Single-family residential use constitutes the majority of the area (53 per-
cent). Less than one percent is developed with multiple-family residential
uses. Public streets account for 17 percent of the Altadena area, which
is the second largest land use. Commercial uses, which are limited to
major streets, occupy a little more than one percent of the area. Insti-
tutional uses (schools, churches, and hospitals) and governmental uses
(Flood Control District facilities, reservoirs, and channels) comprise two
and one percent, respectively. The Angeles National Forest is partially
located within the Altadena community and accounts for slightly more than
eight percent of the area. Vacant land totals ten percent of the area.
However, much of the vacant land is owned by the National Forest.
Recreational and miscellaneous open space uses amount to three percent of
the area. Utilities comprise three percent of the Altadena area.

3.2 CIRCULATION

Ten Major and Secondary Highways serve the Altadena Community. These
streets include Lake Avenue, Fair Oaks Avenue, New York Drive, Allen
Avenue, Washington Boulevard, Marengo Avenue, Lincoln Avenue,
woodbury Road, Windsor Avenue, and Altadena Drive.

All of the arterials in Altadena operate basically under "free-flow" condi-
tions, well within their capacity . Congestion is limited to a few inter-
sections at peak hours. ,

The Southern California Rapid Transit District operates ten bus routes in
Altadena. In addition, a dial-a-ride service and a County operated and
financed east-west bus route (independent) from the SCRTD lines serves
the Altadena Community.
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Within the Lake Avenue commercial corridor, a total of 927 parking spaces
exist, including 781 off-street spaces and 146 on-street spaces. A survey
of the use of on- and off-street parking indicates that most areas on Lake
Avenue are currently operating below capacity. '

3.3 INFRASTRUCTURE

3.3.1 Sanitation Service

The Altadena community is almost entirely served by the County sewer
system. Miscellaneous scattered areas near the foothills and in the
eastern portion of the community are without sewer service. No capacity
problems exist in the County's trunk line which has sufficient capacity to
accommodate projected levels of future growth.

3.3.2 Water

Four water companies serve the community (Las Flores Water Company,
Lincoln Avenue Water Comany, Rubio Canyon. Land and Water Association,
and the City of Pasadena Water and Power Department). Consistent water
pressure in southeast Altadena served by the City of Pasadena Water and
Power Department is the only known problem in the Community area.

3.3.3 Storm Drains

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works operates and main-
tains the storm drainage system. Because of the age of the system,
extent of surrounding development, and runoff from hillside areas, older
sections of Altadena have periodic flooding during heavy rainfall periods.
Areas presently experiencing flooding in the rainy season include the
Altadena Channel portions of the West Altadena Drainage System and
sections of the Far Oaks Storm Drain.

3.3.4 Electrical Supply

Electricity is provided to Altadena by Southern California Edison Company
(SCE) via an integrated network of overhead power lines. There are
currently no electrical supply problems in the community and SCE does
not anticipate any problem in meeting future power demands.

3.3.5 Natural Gas

The Southern California Gas Company operates a network of gas mains in
Altadena. The gas company does not anticipate any problems providing
additional service to the community. '

3.4 PUBLIC FACILITIES

3.4.1 Tire
Fire protection services for Altadena are provided by Fire Stations 11, 12,

66 and 82 of the Los Angeles County Forester and Fire Warden, and
dispersed adequately throughout the Community area.
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3.4.2 Sheriff

The Los Angeles County Sheriff station serving the Altadena Community is
located at 780 East Altadena Drive. The Sheriff Department is considering
construction of a new station immediately west of the current Sheriff
facility. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors may authorize
construction of the new station in the near future depending on funding
decisions and other scheduled Sheriff Department improvements.

. Crime in the Altadena area is a major concern to community residents.
The most frequent types of crime include burglary, larceny, theft and
aggravated assault.

3.4.3 Schools

The Pasadena Unified School District is responsibile for all public schools
in the Altadena community. Presently, there are eight K-6 elementary
schools and one junior high school. High school students attend school in
Pasadena. The overall number of K-6 level students has been increasing
slightly in the Altadena community while the number of high school
students has remained relatively stable.

3.4.4 Parks

Four parks in the Altadena community are maintained by the Los Angeles
County Department of Parks and Recreation (Farnsworth, Loma Alta,
Charles White and the Altadena Golf Course). These parks provide a
wide range of recreational activities including field sports, tennis, soft-
ball, picnicking, children's play areas, basketball, and equestrian uses.

3.4.5 Health Department Facilities

Health services for the Altadena community are provided | by the
Los Angeles County Health Department from the Monrovia facility approxi-
mately ten miles away. ‘

3.4.6 Animal Control

Animal control services are provided by the Los Angeles County Animal
Control Department in Baldwin Park approximately 14 miles away.

3.4.7 Llibrary ¢

Altadena independently operates a community library at 600 E. Mariposa
Street. The library is publicly owned and managed by a Board of
Trustees. .

3.5 VISUAL ENVIRONMENT

The unique setting of Altadena adjacent to the San Gabriel Mountains and
the Angeles National Forest offers exposure on the northern edge of the
community to ridges, canyons, heavy vegetation, and rugged topography.
Steep slopes and ravines characterize this interface between mountains and
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residential development. Prominent ridges extend southerly from these

foothills offering significant views for hillside residents or motorists on
canyon roads.

Two buildings on the National Register of Historic Places are located in
Altadena: the Pacific Electric Substation No. 8 buildings (1906) located at
2245 North Lake Avenue and the Keys Bungalow (1911) at 1337 East
Boston Street. There are a large number of residences and other struc-
tures throughout the community of significant architectural design merit.

A number of these may be considered for future designation by state and
federal agencies.

3.6 ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

3.6.1 Togography

The Community lies on and adjacent to the southern flank of the
San Gabriel Mountains. Areas adjacent to the hillsides gently slope to the
southwest. However, at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains the terrain
is steep to very steep. Prominent ridges and knolls in the community
include Mt. Lowe (elevation 2,820 feet), Echo Mountain (elevation
3,207 feet), and Sunset Ridge (elevation 2,030 feet).

3.6.2 Vegetation and Wwildlife

In the urbanized portions of the community, the vegetation is dominated
by a variety of native and introduced trees, shrubs and grass species,
typically used as landscape forms. This vegetation provides habitat for a
limited group of animals that have adapted to a continuous human presence
and modified habitat type. In the more rural mountain areas, vegetation
is dominated by native species of plants. The dominant vegetation type of
these areas is soft chaparral which is typical of the low elevation, arid
hills of southern California. Animal species that utilize this habitat are
abundant and include a variety of herbivorous, omnivorous, and car-
nivorous forms. Known sensitive plant and animal species habitat are
located in Millard Canyon and Rubio Canyon.

3.6.3 Hydrology

Surface water flows from the higher elevations north of the community to
the south via a variety of natural drainage courses. During winter rains,
this surface water flows 1o lower elevations where it is controlled by a
variety of man-made flood control features. Principal control structures
include debris basins, dams, and concrete lined flood control channels.
Debris or mud flows can accompany storm water drainage during periods
of heavy rainfall. This problem can be magnified in foothill areas if
wildfires have occurred during the year which contribute to mudflow
potentials. _ '

3.6.4 Noise
Existing traffic levels results in noise levels which may exceed recommend-

ed exterior standards for sensitive receptors (65 dB(A) Ldn) at several
isolated locatians in the Altadena community (near school sites).
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3.6.5 Geology and Seismicity

Geologic or seismic hazards in the Altadena community may occur as a
result of natural slope instabilities and earthquake shaking. These
hazards are most likely to occur in or near the steep, mountainous por-
tions of the community.

No known active faults have been identified in Altadena, but several
faults in the vicinity are considered active and capable of producing
strong earthquake shaking. :

3.6.6 Air Resources

The Altadena community is located in the South Coast Air Basin. This air
basin . has been designated as a non-attainment area, which is defined as
an area not expected to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) by 1987. Consequently, the South Coast Air Quality Manage-
ment District (SCAQMD) and Southern California Association of Govern-
ments (SCAG) have prepared an Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP)
which specifies measures and schedules for meeting State and Federal
standards. This document is incorporated by reference and is available

ftg. review at the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning
offices.

3.7 SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES

3.7.1 Population ‘
The 1980 U.S. Census indicates that Altadena had a population of 40,510.
This represents a decline of 1,792 persons (4 percent) from the 1970
Census of 42,302 persons.

3.7.2 Racial Composition

Altadena is an integrated community and includes among its residents
whites, blacks, hispanics, American Indians, asians, and Pacific
Islanders. The population of Altadena in 1980 had a median age of

3}. years which was substantially the same as the county-wide median age.
of 30.

3.7.3 Housing

The housing inventory in Altadena increased modestly from a total of
14,480 year-round units in 1970 to 14,549 units in 1980. Of these 1980
residential units, 10,553 housing units are owner occupied and 3,465 are
renter occupied with an additional 531 vacant units.

3.7.4 Labor Force and Employment Characteristics

The civilian labor force in Altadena contained 19,669 persons in 1980, of
which 18,681 persons or 95 percent were employed. The rate of jobless-
ness compared very favorably with the regional unemployment rate of
6 percent. The distribution of employment by occupation indicates that
fully two-thirds or 67 percent of all employed persons were found to be
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engaged in "white-collar" occupations, with the balance employed in "blue-
collar" jobs. ’

3.7.5 Income Characteristics

The median household income according to the U.S. Census income in 1980
was $20,916, 19 percent higher than the comparable County value of
$17,551. Median family income in Altadena was reported at $23,398 which
was roughly 11 percent greater than the County value of $21,125.

3.7.6 Population Forecast

Population forecasts and projections by the Regional Planning Department
for Altadena are shown below.

Population and Housing Forecast
Unincorporated Altadena

1970-1995
Population Housing Units
1970 Census 42,302 14,480
1980 Census 40,510 14,510
1985 (est.) 41,400 15,200
1990 (est.) 42,000 15,600
1995 (est.) 42,400 16,000

3.7.7 Retail Expenditure Potential

The community of Altadena is projected to generate demand of $190 million
in retail store sales and $98 million in non-retail outlets, for a combined
total of $288 million in taxable sales. In 1983, the State Board of
Equalization reported $35 million in retail store sales and $7 million in
sales by non-retail stores for a total of nearly $43 million by outlets
located within Altadena.

This indicates that Altadena residents are exporting a significant portion
of both retail and non-retail taxable transactions to other areas of the
County. The theoretical retail leakage is quantified at $155 million for
retail outlets, $90 million for non-retail outlets, which combine to
$245 million in lost taxable sales.
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